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Expect more at Northern Essex 


Convocation reveals 
plans for better 

K-12 to college 
preparedness 


By MARY ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Outside the David Hartleb 
Technology Center on September 
4th at the NECC convocation, the 
newly designed shuttle bus stood as 
a welcoming harbinger, telling us to 
“Expect more...” as the crowd 
walked inside to hear NECC 
President Lane Glenn, 
Massachusetts Commissioner of 
Higher Education Dr. Richard 
Freeland and vice president of 
finance, David Gingerella, among 
others, speak on behalf of the 
upcoming plans, procedures, pro- 
grams and policies that have been 
put in place to meet those expecta- 
tions. 

Inside the Technology 
Center NECC convocation attendees 
were greeted with a breakfast buffet. 
Waffles with strawberries, whip 
cream and maple syrup, sausages, 
breakfast pastries, fruits, juices, and 
coffee created a visual and aromatic 
feast. 

Once seated in TC101- 
102, the room quietly rumbled as 
employees, faculty and staff filled 
28 tables while they nibbled on 
breakfast and spoke in anticipation 
of the new school year. 

President Lane Glenn, 
accompanied by an ASL interpreter, 
began the event by speaking of the 
two new shuttle buses with more 
seats, more stops, air conditioning 
and a brand new look, now being 
tun by the Office of Public Safety. 
This brought a round of applause 
from the audience. Public Safety 
also got a facelift this summer with 
a new director Gene Hatem. Public 
safety officers will now be in uni- 
form and receive 40 hours of train- 
ing before beginning work. Glenn 
touched on the subjects of the 
Academic Master Plan, the new 
health buildings center on Common 
Street in Lawrence, welcomed new 


employees including Lisa Mahoney, ~ 


a frequent Parnassus contributor. 
Before he turnedbeing a 


time when community colleges must 
lead. Community colleges have an 
open door policy with a focus on 
teaching and learning. They offer 
affordability and quality along “mid- 
dle skills” job training, which is 
highly valued commodity within the 
local business community. They 
also offer classic liberal arts pro- 
grams for those who want to go on 
to four-year colleges. He went on to 
say that many young people are 
looking for independence “ Most 


Mary Fllen D’Angelo-Lombari Photo 
Massachusetts Commissioner of 
Higher Education Dr. Richard 
Freeland speaks at the NECC 
Convocation on September 4th 


forms of independence come with 
some sort of sliding scale. “ That 
sliding scale is developed with edu- 
cation and now more than ever, at 
community colleges. 

David Gingerella then 
played a Facilities Family Feud 
question and answer game fashioned 
after the game show Family Feud. 
All 28 tables completed electronical- 
ly by casting their vote through a 
table captain. See all the questions 
and answers on page 11. 

Dana Haggar, ASL and 
Elementary Ed, was in attendance as 
the newly elected Student Trustee. 
The Student Trustee sits on the 
board of trustees, which is the over- 
seeing entity of the school. The 
board performs such tasks as elect- 
ing the NECC president, among 
other things. The term runs from 
July 1 to June 30. “It's not about 
me,” says Haggar. “It's about me 
contributing a voice for the student 


when the opportunity comes up. A 
student would first go to the Student 
Senate if they had an issue. It is the 
Student Senate who directly assists 
students with any issues they have.” 

Dr. Richard Freeland, the 
Massachusetts Commissioner of 
Higher Education, spoke of the 
Vision Project. “The Vision Project 
is about making Massachusetts a 
leader. We've done a bad job about 
fostering communication between 
the K-12 system and the college sys- 
tem. We need to know what it takes 
(for the student) to be ready for col- 
lege.” He continued, “Let's get a 
new system of assessment to tell stu- 
dents whether or not they are ready 
for college. Let's start them in 3rd 
grade and give them the messages 
they need to develop the skills (over 
the years) to take college level 
courses without remedial instruction 
and without assessment testing. ” 

The Visions Project led to 
the development of PARCE, 
Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers. 
Freeland went on the say, “PARCE 
is the beginning of the dialogue 
between the 28 K-12 learning insti- 
tutions and the college institutions. 
New assessments are being tested, 
piloted this year.” 

“We have the most decen- 
tralized system of education of any 
state education system.” 
Massachusetts has the greatest dis- 
crepancy in funding per student in 
community colleges, ranging from 


Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari Photo 
NECC President Lane Glenn 
‘speaks at the convocation with 
the aid of an ASL interpreter 

as much as $5,500 per student to as 
little as $2,200 per student. 


Freeland goes on to say 
that with the change in governor, 
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The new shuttle buses hold up to twenty students, 
make more stops, have air conditioning and have 
received a facelift that includes the college brand 
“Expect more at Northern Essex..” Students do not 
need a boarding pass this year. 


there has been change in the rela- 
tionship between the Board of 
Education. This has led to a state of 
relative disempowerment for his 
position and the position of the edu- 
cation board. 

He would like to see the 
board of education have a bigger 
role in selecting college presidents, 
recruiting, training and maintenance 
of trustees. “We have dysfunctional 
and fragmented system of adult edu- 
cation, college education and work- 
force training. It needs to be more 
integrated. We need a bureaucratic 
leader to integrate the gap between 
K-12 and college education. 
Freeland would like to serve as a 
point of contact between the busi- 
ness community and the public high- 
er education system. 

During a brief question 
and answer period at the end of his 
prepared speech, Freeland was asked 
several questions from the audience. 
During one of his answers he spoke 
of the presidential candidates. 

“Romney is not as educa- 
tion focused as Obama. We saw that 
when he was governor of 
Massachusetts. Obama has brought 
community colleges to the forefront 
of education. He understands the 
importance community colleges 
play. He's a real cheerleader. We 
may lose some ground if he is not 
reelected. I'm not trying to be parti- 
san. I'm trying to be objective, but 


we have seen Romney as governor, 
and we hear what he is saying now.” 


Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari Photc 
Student Trustee 
Dana Haggar 


“Here's the take-away. We 
have a common purpose. We take al 
these young people and make them 
succeed. If they don't succeed with 
us, what will become of them? They 
probably will not be successful in 
life. We should be proud of what we 
do. What we do is very important. 
We are good at it. And we are get- 
ting better.” 
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With eight eventful weeks before the 
presidential election, the Eagle-Tribune 
has endorsed Mitt Romney for president. 

Really? Is the choice truly that clear? 
Should we end our quest to pursue an edu- 
cated, informed vote before we hear what 
each candidate has to say in the home 
stretch of the election? 

We have yet to listen to the four 
upcoming presidential debates, three with 
the presidential candidates and one with 
the vice-presidential candidates. The 
incumbents and the challengers will dis- 
cuss the issues of foreign and domestic 
policy. 

The October 16th debate looks partic- 
ularly interesting. It will take place at 
Hofstra University in Hempstead, New 
York. The debate will be conducted in a 
town meeting style, where the participants 
will ask the questions and the incumbent 


The WNECC Observer endorses.... 


and challenger will each have two min- 
utes to answer. The participants will be 
undecided voters chosen by the Gallup 
Organization. 

It's too bad these undecided voters did not 
see the September 9th Sunday Eagle-Tribune 
(Pulitzer Prize Winner) editorial endorsing Mitt 
Romney for president. They wouldn't have to 
bother spending time, energy and money exer- 
cising their democratic right, privilege and 
responsibility to cast an educated vote for pres- 
ident. 

Maybe, as undecided voters, they 
understand they have time to make a 
decision. They have until the moment 
before they mark the ballot. 

Thé NECC Observer endorses 
spending the next seven weeks educat- 
ing yourself and casting that educated 
vote on Tuesday, November 6th for the 
candidate of your choice. 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Address: Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
Newsroom: 978-556-3633 Adviser: 978-556-3397 
Advertising: 978-556-3397 Email: Observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, condense and refuse 


all submissions. 


Fall 2012 Observer Staff 


Editor-in-Chief: Mary Ellen D'Angelo-Lombari 
Features Editor: Everson Taveras 
Staff photographer: Michele Simon 
Opinion Editor: Jessica Plamer 
News Editor: Milka Martinez 
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Alexander Spinelli 
Sports Editor: TBA 
Copy Editor: TBA 
Circulation Manager: Mary Ellen D'Angelo-Lombari 


Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken or are currently taking Journalism I and would like 


to be on staff? Then submit your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 
We are actively looking for a sports editor and a copy editor 


Publication schedule 


Issue Publication Date 
3 
#4 
#5 
#6 
#7 
#8 


Oct. 3 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 21 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 12 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
| may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. Slip it under the door 


| labeled “Letter to the editor.” 


All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
| cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


Ad/Copy Deadline 


Sept. 26 
Oct. 10 

Oct. 24 

Nov. 14 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 5 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 


Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


“Obama because he’s already in 
office.” 


Emily Anderson 
Human Services 


“Obama because we'd have a lot 
more rights.” 


QUIT LOOKING 
FoR WoRK..} [WAY Teo HARD! 


RUN THe WuMBeRS AND 
Gvess WHoe ITALL WORKS FoR? 


sxe ferr 


9 [2 fre cence» Worn”. 


Have you chosen a candidate for the 
November 6th election? 


Ned Schultz 
Liberal Arts 


Ashlee Ferrante 
Communications/Journalism 


Myranda Woodbury 
Early Childhood 


“Obama, | think he’s a really cool 
President with our generation and 
the fact he killed Osama when no 
other President could.” 


“I really don’t follow politics all 
that much.” 


Photos/Interviews by Jessica Palmer 


Alex Nett 


Communications Elementary Education 


“To be honest, I know nothing 


“I'm not even registeed to vote, 
about politics...” 


but if I was I'd vote for Obama.” 
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Bringing Suicide Awareness to NECC 


Remember, actions 
speak louder than 


words 
By JESSICA PALMER 


OPINION EDITOR 


With fall approaching, and students 
settling into their classes, brings a time of 
reflection. September 9th through 
September 15th is the 38th Annual 
National Suicide Prevention Week. 
According to the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration, 
3.7 percent of adults in the United Sates 
had serious thoughts about committing 
suicide, 2.3 million made a plan, and 1.1 
million attempted suicide in the past year. 


People tend to forget about the lives that 
have been lost due to suicide, and the fam- 
ilies and friends it affects. 

Suicide Awareness week brings atten- 
tion to ways we can prevent it such as 
knowing the symptoms, counseling, and 
recognizing that everyone is at risk. There 
is no typical “type” of person who would 
be “most likely” to commit suicide. 
Anyone in that mindset is at risk and hav- 
ing the tools to prevent it is key. 

According to www.suicidepreven- 
tionlifeline.org, symptoms may include 
talking about killing themselves, looking 
for possible ways to die, talking about feel- 
ing worthless or having no reason to live. 

Also, feeling trapped in their own 
mind, increased use of drugs and or alco- 


hol; behaving reckless or becoming agitat- 
ed, different sleeping patterns, and or dis- 
playing major mood swings. Being aware 
of these signs may save someone's life. 
Also, provided by www.save.com are 
resources for suicide survivors, grieving 
friends and families, and anyone who 
wants to lear more on suicide. 

Many people feel uneasy talking 
about suicide, but what's unknown to them 
is sometimes talking about it can help pre- 
vent someone from taking their own life. 
Take note to what they have to say, do not 
pass judgment, or threaten them in any 
way. Being unbiased and having an open 
mind when dealing with someone's 
thoughts will allow them to trust you, and 
listen instead of trying to prove you wrong. 


Preventing suicide can be as simple as just 
listening, understanding, and letting them 
know you're there to help. 

The Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention recorded that out of every 
twenty-five suicide attempts, one is fatal. 
Although these statistics give you an 
understanding of how important this situa- 
tion is, these statistics are based on a group 
of people, not focusing on the individual 
itself. Until you are at the point as someone 
who attempts suicide, you can never 
understand the sorrow and inner turmoil 
they feel. Many see this as an act of self- 
ishness however, when you're in that state 
of mind eliminating the pain is the only 
goal. “He who does not accept and respect 
those who want to reject life does not truly 


accept and respect life itself” spoken by 
the late Professor Thomas Szasz, a psychi- 
atrist who taught psychiatry at the 
University of New York. This quote clari- 
fies that these are victims of their owr 
mind, and can only be healed with under- 
standing, not discrimination. Suicide is no! 
an act of selfishness; it is a cry for help. 

Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “you 
gain strength, courage and confidence by 
every experience in which you really stor 
to look fear in the face. You must do the 
thing which you think you cannot do.” I 
you know anyone who is at risk please cal! 
the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
1-(800)-273-TALK 


Become part of a campaign 


Politics made easy! 


By ZACHARY CHECHOWITZ 
Correspondent 


In my last article, | spoke about becoming politically 


a candidate or cause. Check the website of a specific cause 


Fr 


or candidate that you feel the most interested in for more 


information. Then the biggest thing is to take the plunge and 
sign up. Most websites will have a form that you can fill out 
to become involved, and you can tell them exactly what you 


involved and I focused on the importance of voting. While I 


still urge you to register to vote, as the deadlines in 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire are in October, becom- 
ing involved in a campaign or cause is equally as beneficial. 
While a majority of individuals working on a campaign or a 
cause will be registered voters, even those who are not 


enrolled voters can contribute a great deal. 


Volunteering for a campaign or a cause today 
looks very different than it did in years past because of the 


way that technology is used, making it much more accessi- 


ble to people. If you are not the kind of person who wants to 
campaign for a candidate by going door to door or marching 
as part of a political rally, those are not your only options. It 
is now just as easy to volunteer from your own home by 


Secretary of 


making phone calls or sending e-mails, asking for support of 


Commission on 
Presidential Debates (CPD), 
established in 1987, sponsors 
presidential debates with every 
election. Their mission, accord- 
ing to www.debates.org, is to 
“ensure that debates, as a perma- 
nent part of every general elec- 
tion, provide the best possible 
information to viewers and lis- 
teners. 

Its primary purpose is to 
sponsor and produce debates for 
the United States presidential 
and vice presidential candidates 
and to undertake research and 
educational activities relating to 
the debates. 

The organization, which is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan, 501(c)(3) 
corporation, sponsored all the 
presidential debates in 1988, 
1992, 1996, 2000, 2004 and 
2008.” 

This fall they have four 
upcoming debates to help voters 
cast an educated vote on 
November 6th. 

Each debate will be broadcast 
on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC. 
Many cable news channels will 


The 


feel comfortable contributing. 


If you are not sure who you would want to vol- 
unteer for, I suggest becoming involved with a candidate 
seeking office as a state senator or representative. Their cam- 
paigns are local and you have a good chance of meeting the 
candidate personally. Most importantly, you will have a bet- 
ter understanding as to where they stand on issues before 
Election Day. My personal experience working on local 
campaigns was very positive and I would recommend that 
you take the opportunity to become involved. 


For more information on candidates and the elections in 
Massachusetts, go to the elections page on the Massachusetts 
State's 
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/ele12/ele12idx.htm 


website at 


Casting a vote this fall? 


also carry the debate live includ- 
ing CNN, Fox News and MSNBC 
among others. 

Each debate will be streamed 
online at http://www.2012presi- 
dentialelectionnews.com/2012- 
debate-schedule/2012-presiden- 
tial-debate-schedule/ 


October 3, 2012 
Topic: Domestic policy 


Air Time: 9:00-10:30 p.m. 
Eastern Time 


Location: University of 
Denver in Denver, Colorado 
(Tickets) 

Sponsor: Commission on 
Presidential Debates 

Participants: President 


Barack Obama and Mitt Romney 

Moderator: Jim Lehrer (Host 
of NewsHour on PBS) 

The debate will focus on 
domestic policy and be divided 
into six time segments of approx- 
imately 15 minutes each on top- 
ics to be selected by the modera- 
tor and announced several weeks 
before the debate. 

The moderator will open each 


segment with a question, after 
which each candidate will have 
two minutes to respond. The 
moderator will use the balance of 
the time in the segment for a dis- 
cussion of the topic. 


October 11, 2012 


Topic: Foreign and domes- 
tic policy 

Air Time: 9:00-10:30 p.m. 
Eastern Time 


Location: Centre College 
in Danville, Kentucky 
(Tickets) 

Sponsor: Commission on 
Presidential Debates 

Participants: Vice 
President Joe Biden and 
Congressman Paul Ryan 

Moderator: Martha 


Raddatz (ABC News Chief 
Foreign Correspondent) 

The debate will cover both 
foreign and domestic topics 
and be divided into nine f 
approximately 10 minutes 
each. The moderator will ask 
an opening question, after 
which each candidate will 


have two minutes to respond. 
The moderator will use the 
balance of the time in the seg- 
ment for a discussion of the 
question. 


October 16, 2012 


Topic: Town meeting format 
including foreign and domestic 
policy 

Air Time: 9:00-10:30 p.m. 
Eastern Time 

Location: Hofstra University 


in Hempstead, New York 
(Tickets) 
Sponsor: Commission on 


Presidential Debates 
Participants: President 

Barack Obama and Mitt Romney 
Moderator: Candy Crowley 


(CNN Chief Political 
Correspondent) 
The second presidential 


debate will take the form of a 
town meeting, in which citizens 
will ask questions of the candi- 
dates on foreign and domestic 
issues. Candidates each will have 
two minutes to respond, and an 


(Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel/MCT) 


as a 


President Barack Obama speaks at the Florida Institute of 
Technology in Melbourne, Florida, Sunday, September 9, 
2012. Obama is on a two-day campaign swing through the 
state. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel/MCT) 


additional minute for the moder: 
ator to facilitate a discussion 
The town meeting participants 
will be undecided voters selectec 
by the Gallup Organization. 


October 22, 2012 


Topic: Foreign policy 

Air Time: 9:00-10:30 p.m 
Eastern Time 

Location: Lynn University ir 
Boca Raton, Florida (Tickets) 


Sponsor: Commission or 
Presidential Debates 
Participants: Presiden 


Barack Obama and Mitt Romney 

Moderator: Bob  Schieffei 
(Host of Face the Nation or 
CBS) 

The format for the debate wil! 
be identical to the first presiden- 
tial debate and will focus on for- 
eign policy. 


Debate schedule courtesy oj 
http://www.201 2presidentialelec- 
tionnews.com/2012-debate- 
schedule/2012-presidential- 
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What students and 
Public Safety and 
Transportation have 
to say about the 
changes 


By Milka Martinez 
News Editor 


Many things have changed 
during the summer here at 
NECC, and one of them was the 
elimination of the passes to 
aboard the shuttle bus. This is 
something that has brought con- 
cern to many students but a sort 
of relief to the school's Public 
Safety and Transportation office. 
Some students believe the way 
the college is running the shuttle 
bus service might not be the most 
convenient, while the Public 
Safety and Transportation depart- 
ment of the school thinks it is. 

Patricia Cruz, a NECC 
Nursing student and a constant 
user of the shuttle bus, is one of 
the unhappy students with this 
change. When Cruz was ques- 
tioned about the situation she 
replied, “This is very disorgan- 
ized. Everyone is trying to get in 
at the same time.” Cruz is one of 
the early morning users at the 
Lawrence campus in Franklin 
Street. 

Michelle Muniz, also a cur- 
rent Nursing NECC student and a 
user of the school's shuttle bus 
stated, “This can cause a fight. I 
don't want people cutting me off. 
We need passes again.” 

There are students with divid- 
ed opinions about this situation, 
and Erickson Ventura, a NECC 


News 
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New Year, New Shuttle 


Criminal Justice student, is one 
of them. Such a big school 
should have more buses; now 
they are doing this first come 
first serve, but I'm thankful for 
what we have; newer, safer, and 
more comfortable buses, 
good drivers too. 


and 


Ventura was interviewed on 
the 1:15 p.m. shuttle bus on his 
way home from Haverhill to 
Lawrence. 

That 1:15pm bus was filled to 
capacity fifteen minutes before it 
was scheduled to leave; there 
was no air conditioning or driver 
on board. 

According to the school's 
Public Safety and Transportation 
Lt. Dan Tirone, this is simply a 
trial period where the school is 
trying to offer the students the 
best service possible while mak- 
ing changes, “Anything we can 
do to improve things and assure 
safety for students and staff,” 
Tirone said. 

We also have to mention how 
the school is now in charge of the 
shuttle bus service, something 
that was being run by Merrimack 
Valley Guard Service, a different 
company, the previous years. 
Besides bigger and more com- 
fortable buses, with accommoda- 
tions for disabilities, another 
major change has been made to 
the routine of prior semesters; 
this is, the additional stop the 
shuttle bus now makes at the 
Riverwalk campus in South 
Lawrence. That stop was 
designed for students that not 
only have classes in Haverhill 


and Lawrence, but also at the 
Riverwalk campus in South 
Lawrence. 


According to Tirone, meet- 
ings are being held with David 
Gingerella, vice president of 
finance, because changes will 
keep on happening. “If the way 
we are running things now does- 
n't work, then we go back to the 
passes. If we have to acquire 
more shuttle buses we will try to 
do so”. 

We need the students to be 
patient and know we are trying to 
give them the best service possi- 
ble, he also stated. 

Any major changes to the cur- 
rent shuttle bus services will be 
notified to students through the 
school's newspaper, 
Observer. This is definitely a 
matter that affects students and 
something that many can relate 
to. Our goal, as the school's 
newspaper, is to keep students 
updated on the things happening 
on campus, and that is what we 
try to do with every publication 
that comes out 


Campus Security Logs 


By Mary Ellen D Angelo - 


Lambari and Milka Martinez 


Lawrence campus 


o Sept. 10: Missing phone. 


to) Sept. 10: Harassment. 
te) Sept. 10:Disturbance. 


Louise Haffner Lawrence campus 


i) No incidents reported 


Haverhill campus 


0 Sept. 8: Suspicious individual was spotted in the Student Center. 
te) Sept. 11: Student went to sit on a chair and hit her head on a ledge, which was behind 


her. 


Student did not need medical attention. 


According to the Public Safety and Transportation office, none of these incidents were 


reported to the police. 


NECC fig 


Milka Martinez photo 


Students boarding the shuttle bus, Haverhill campus. 


Michele Simon Photo 


A word from Gene Hatem 


Gene Hatem, Director of Public 
Safety and Transportation says, 

“Things have been very 
quiet on both campuses. 

There is lots of construc- 
tion at the Haverhill campus. There 
are cones, yellow tape and fencing, 
that need to be adhered to for their 
safety and the safety of the pedastri- 
ans walking by. 

Lots of students have been 
reporting lost items. If a student has 
an ID and a phone number, they can 
put the item on the Lost and Found 
sheet, and if its found they'll get a 
phone call. They just need a picture 


ID to claim their item. 


If anyone sees any potential prob- 
lems contact Public Safety at 978- 
556-3689.” i 

The Haverhill campus Public 
Safety & Transportation Office 
Office is located in the Spurk build- 
ing in Room C112-B. 

The Lawrencec Franklin Steet 
Public Safety & 
Transportation office is located at the 
main desk in the lobby. _ The tele- 
phone number is 978-738-7499. 

The Lawrence Amesbury Street 
Public Safety & 


Transportation office is located at the 


campus 


campus 


main desk in the lobby. The telephone 
number is 978-738-7699. 
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Next, Please! 


NECC's Theatre Dept. is 
back, with auditions for 
"“hrsenic and Old Lace” 


By Alexander Spinelli 
Editor of Arts and Fntertainment 


Students practice their lines before heading 
into their audition. 
Al@ander Spinelli Phot 

Legs shake, palms sweat, 
nerves set in and the auditions 
begin! Last Tuesday over 35 
students turned out for a 
chance to grab a role in this 
years fall comedy “Arsenic 
and Old Lace”. The auditions 
began promptly at 6pm with 
all the students piling into the 
Top Notch Theatre and doing 
some warm up games lead by 
Susan Sanders, theatre profes- 
sor here at NECC. 


Theatre Dept. but for the 
Dance Company as well. She 
has a helping hand in so many 
things on campus that she 
would require her own article 
to list them all. 


Once warms up were done, 
returning director and visiting 
lecturer for the Speech Dept. 
Brianne Beatrice came in to 
divide the students up. 
Everyone was split into pairs 
or groups and sent out to the 
hallway to work with their 
new scene partners. 


Susan plays such a major role 
here at NECC for all art per- 
formances not only for the 


Students 
are 
happy to 
be done 
with 
audi - 
tions. 


Sanders' leads all the students in warms ups before their auditions. 


Alexander Spinelli Photo 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” will 
be the second show Beatrice 
will have directed here at 
NECC. Her first show here 
was “Bedroom Farce” that was 
preformed in Spring 2011 and 
was also another collaboration 
with Sanders. Beatrice is very 
excited to be back. “I love 
Northern Essex,” said Beatrice 
“I'm so happy to be returning 
for both directing and teaching 
Public Speaking.” 


Shortly after the pairs and 
groups were formed, Jeff 
Gould and Maria Ferrandi 
came in to be the first ones to 
audition. Sanders and Beatrice 
sat together in the audience 
discussing each performance. 


Meanwhile, in the hallway 
were seasoned Theatre majors 
Katelyn Demers and Rob 
Hewey. Both Demers and 
Hewey have been in five dif- 
ferent productions here at 
NECC and are both excited to 
have the chance to work with 
Beatrice again. “You can't help 
but love her,” said Hewey who 
is set to graduate in May 2013. 


Demers on the other hand, 
graduated in May 2012 from 
NECC with a degree in 
Theatre but returned this fall 


said, “Don't be afraid. We're a 
very accepting group. I use to 
be afraid and now I'm out here 
trying out for my sixth show.” 


taking an online class just to 
have the chance to work with 
Beatrice. When asked why 
Demers responded “I just 
needed the opportunity to 
work with her, and learn from 
her. Everyone says you can't 
help but learn something new 
each day that you're with her.” 


“Arsenic and Old Lace” pre- 
forms November 2nd, 3rd, 9th, 
and 10th at 7:30pm and 
November 8th at 4pm. 


If you want any more informa- 
tion about the show please 
contact Susan Sanders. 


Demers and Hewey also 
noticed the variety of new and 
seasoned students who came 
out to audition. 
“There has to be 
at least 20 new 
faces,” said 
Demers. Both 
seemed very 
excited to have 
“fresh blood” for 
the audition pool. 


“It's great to have 
so many new 
people, because 
it means the 
word is getting 
out there about 
our performanc- 
es,” said Hewey. 
When asked 
what words of 
encouragement 
would he give to 
any new comers 
interested in 
auditioning he 


Jeff Gould and Maria Ferrandi are the 
first to auditicn. 


Aleander Spinelli Phot 


Alexand 
er 
Spinelli 
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Carousels of the 21st century 


Sculptor Jeffrey nity to be housing such 


Briggs brings his acclaimed work. “He's the 
most renowned sculptor in 
the country and he's brought 

work to NECC his work here to NECC,” 


said Mannheimer. 
By ALEXANDER SPINELLI 


| Editor of Arts and 


J Fellow art professor 
Entertainment 


Lance Hidy, who teaches 
Graphic Design, Photo Shop, 
and Digital Photography 
here at NECC is a friend of 
Briggs. “He knows Jeffrey 
and asked him to bring his 
work here,” said 
Mannheimer. 


Did you know that on 
campus right now we have 
work from an artist that is 
acclaimed across the coun- 
try? The art gallery in the 
Library is displaying 
carousel sculptures from 
Master sculptor Jeffrey 


; : 4 “When an artist comes 
Briggs, master painter Bill 


and has a reception about Michele Simon Photo 


Rogers, and photographer 


Sohn Raleigh. their work it's meant to 


educate on the process,” 


The Carousel artwork 
has been on display since 
September 7th, but last 
Thursday September 13th 
Briggs came on campus to 
talk about his work. 
Students, faculty and staff, 
) and members of the public 
filled the art gallery to hear 
Briggs speak about’ the 
process of his work. 


Briggs worked as a 
| sculptor and principle 
designer at The Fabricon 


| Carousel Company for over 
} 25 years. 


Michele Simon Photo = Michele Simon Photo 


Gallery Coordinator and 4 
\NECC art professor Marc One of the five Carousel designs on display inthe Art People fill up the art gallery to hear Briggs talk at the 


Mannheimer seemed very Gallery. reception. 
| excited to have the opportu - 


Artist of the Month! 


| Dear NECC students, faculty and staff, 


The search for an artist of the month has begun! Here at the Observer we want to 
start highlighting same of the wonderful and extraordinary talent here at NECC. So members 
Your of the Art, Dance, Music and/or Theatre departments we want to ask you to take the time and 
observe the members in your department. We want you to pick one person (either student 
or professor) who you think is doing remarkable and note worthy work. Then when you've 


| ; Pho e@ : Chosen that person submit their name and why you think they should be highlighted in the 
\ 
Fi The rules. 
feYS S 1.) You can NOT self naminate. This is a chance to talk about sameone else. 
2.) The person with the most amount of naminations will be the one chosen as artist of the 
month. 
Here 3.) You can only be chosen to be in the paper once. Meaning November's winner can't win 


another month again. 


We really want to give those people who work very hard and have great talent their moment 
to shine in front of the student body. Thank you all and may the search begin! 


“t 


tal 
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Preserving the 
memory of 
September 11 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


I remember it felt like what 
could've been the top of the world at 
the time. The sky never looked so 
clean, the city so innocent and majes- 
tic. As I pressed my face against glass 
as clear as Cayo Coco water and 
maintained at the time what appeared 
to be an over-bearing curiosity that 
often drew my mother to question her 
own sanity, I looked downward and 
my heart jumped in a bundle of fear 
and excitement. “Whoa,” I said, as 
kids often do when amazed. 
Everything below seemed so small, 
as if they were toy cars to be smashed 
and people to govern. Perhaps | had 
briefly mistaken it for children's par- 
adise. Though I was awfully high and 
the ground seemed miles from my 
reach, it was evident, even at the ten- 
der age of 9, that this day would mark 
a very important moment in my life. 
Despite the impeccable view from 
the rooftop, where I saw its other half 
and stood toe-to-toe with the clouds, 
it failed to match the same sense of 
godliness that | felt staring out 
through its beautiful, almost invisible 
glass; I couldn't wait to tell my 
friends at school about this. | am on 
top of the world, I thought to myself, 
as my mother, sister and | continued 
to tour the rest of the World Trade 
Center. 

That was one week before 
September 11. 

It is often remembered as the day 
that shook America's faith, where the 
country, the nation and the people 
were left to bury each other in the 
ashes of their misfortune, as the 
world witnessed what took two 
hijacked commercial jet planes and 
unheeded warnings to destroy what 
was at the time the two tallest build- 
ings in the world. Some still consider 
it to be the pride and soul of the 
United States. Many simply remem- 
ber it as the tragic day that brought 
America closer. But the Twin Towers 
did not always serve to astound the 
average tourist. Since its opening on 
April 4, 1973, to its unprecedented 
destruction on September 11, 2001, 
the complex was used primarily for 
international trade. It was David 
Rockefeller, who first proposed the 
idea in the 1958 while serving as 
Chairman of Chase Manhattan Bank, 
to come up with a fresh idea to revi- 
talize lower Manhattan, just as he had 
done with midtown Manhattan in the 
1930's with Rockefeller Center. After 
receiving the green light from the 
Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey to proceed with the project, 
construction of the complex began. 
Minoru Yamasaki, a second genera- 
tion Japanese-American who studied 
architecture at the University of 
Washington and New = York 
University, was selected to design the 
project. Yamasaki's designs often 
paid tribute to classical themes but 
his use of moder technology result- 
ed in contemporary structures of 
glass and concrete. Yamasaki consid- 
ered hundreds of different building 
configurations before deciding on the 
twin towers design. According to the 
information provided on the World 
Trade Center official website, the 
Twin Towers were created at a time 
when New York's future seemed 
uncertain. 

From Philippe Petit's famous 


Features 


Remembering 9/11 


high-wire walk between the twin 
towers on August 7, 1974, to a bomb- 
ing on February 26, 1993 that took 
place in the underground parking 
garage of the north tower, The World 
Trade Center has since seen its fair 
share of theatrics throughout the 
years. While there were few forms of 
food and entertainment in the World 
Trade Center, including a small 
restaurant called Wild Blue and a bar 
called the Greatest Bar on Earth, 
none of it came close in comparison 
to the fame and respect that the 
world-famous restaurant, Windows 
on the World, received when it first 
opened on the top floors (106th and 
107th) of the north tower in 1976. 
Offering breath-taking views and a 
Manhattan skyline that seemed to 
stretch into fine immortality, the 
50,000 square feet restaurant quickly 
gained a reputation as one of the best 
restaurants in New York City. In its 
last year of business in (2000), 
Windows on the World recorded its 
revenue as $37 million, making it the 
highest-grossing restaurant in the 
United States. 

How the World Trade Center is 
to be remembered mustn't be deter- 
mined by its end, but by its beginning 
and what it stood to represent amid a 
city that dimmed with hope and was 
nearly lost. Just like a friend or rela- 
tive who passes away because of a 
death-related incident, the memories 
of when they were alive are just as 
important as the memories that fol- 
low after they come to pass. 
Nevertheless, no matter how memo- 
ries differ, what occurred on 
September 11 can never be forgotten. 
We take this time to remember a day 
where so many lives were lost in so 
little time that the scar it left contin- 
ues to heal and inflame despite that it 
was first opened many years ago. 

On its 10th anniversary, 
President Barrack Obama shared his 
thoughts concerning 9/11 to USA 
Today: “Indeed, the last decade has 
been a challenging one for our coun- 
try. But we have also seen the 
strength of the United States -- in 
cities that have refused to give in to 
fear; in communities that have perse- 
vered through hard economic times; 
and, above all, in our men and 
women in uniform and their families 
who have borne an extraordinary 
burden for our security and our val- 
ues. 

The perpetrators of those attacks 
wanted to terrorize us, but they are no 
match for our resilience. Today, our 
country is more secure and our ene- 
mies are weaker. Yet while we have 
delivered justice to Osama bin Laden 
and put al-Qaeda on the path to 
defeat, we must never waver in the 
task of protecting our nation.” 

On September 11, 2001 at 
approximately 8:46 a.m. terrorists 
crashed the first hijacked American 
Airlines Flight 11 into the North 
Tower, hitting in between the 93rd 
and 99th floors. Pandemonium and 
fear followed. 

“It was a terrible day. Everybody 
was caught off guard,” said Kim 
Sielicki, a General Studies Major at 
Northern Essex Community College. 
“I actually knew someone that was 
on one of the planes that was 
hijacked and crashed” 

Seventeen later, at 
9:03:11 a.m., a second team of terror- 
ists crashed the similarly hijacked 
United Airlines Flight 175 into the 
South Tower, striking it between the 
77th and 85th floors. But the World 
Trade Center wasn't the only target 
that day. Shortly after, two more 
planes were hijacked: American 
Airlines Flight 77 and United 


minutes 


pus photo 


Construction of the World Trade Center has been long under way. 


Airlines Flight 93. Flight 77 had hit 
the Pentagon at 9:37 a.m.; the latter 
flight was on its way to attack the 
white house when the plane crashed 
near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, after 
passengers aboard attacked the 
hijackers in a last attempt to save 
their lives, By then every person who 
owned a television, a radio or phone 
had witnessed the greatest catastro- 
phe that has occurred to the United 
States since the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. Chaos filled the Downtown 
Manhattan sky with debris and 
smoke, graphic videos recorded vic- 
tims falling from the towers and 
many others trapped inside as they 


on one another, giving each other the 
strength and courage to stand up at a 
time when the country was at its 
weakest. Sometimes we are broken 
only to be mended; we find ourselves 
lost in a sea of despair only to be 
found from a lighthouse of hope. 
Americans rediscovered humanity in 
the midst of a tragedy that nearly 
took it. 

Among the dust and rubble were 
many deceased and injured: WTC 
employees, pedestrians, police men, 
paramedics, and firemen, who all 
took part in a collaborative effort to 
save each other's lives during the 
attack on the World Trade Center. 


GG 


We take this time to remember a day where so 


many lives were lost in so little time that the scar 


it left continues to heal and inflame despite that it 


was first opened many years ago. 


were engulfed in fire; photos captur- 
ing the haunted faces of the pained, 
injured and dead were taken. Phone 
calls of uncertainty were made. As 
the world watched in terror, as the 
chaos unraveled and the Twin Towers 
crumbled and ultimately fell, many 
prompted a question that would chal- 
lenge the government's power: How 
does the government pledge to pro- 
tect its citizens from future attacks of 
this nature when it failed to defend 
the country at a time of great peril? 
The aftermath that followed 
depicted the fallen spirits of not just 
Americans, but other races and cul- 
tures around the world. It presented a 
terrible notion, which was that the 
greatest and most powerful country 
in the world was no longer as superi- 
or as they may have had the rest of 
the world believe. “America has fall- 
en”, was a hard thing to swallow for 
many influential and political lead- 
ers. Hope seemed lost. But 
American's were not ready to settle 
for oblivion. Though most had given 
up on hope, they refused to give up 


Their heroism in the face of fear and 
service in the line of duty to the citi- 
zens of the United States and the 
country will always be remembered. 
An estimated 2,753 lives were taken 
in the 9/11 attack, according to the 
World Trade Center deceased 
records. 

Fueled by pain and anger over 
the lost lives of those who had lived 
and the many others who had yet to, 
immediate action was taken to 
respond to the injustice. This means 
war, thought George W. Brush, the 
President of the United States at the 
time, and proceeded to send a griev- 
ing, still disorientated country to 
fight a war that remains up to this day 
a great source of controversy. 

Dr. Paul Saint-Amand, a profes- 
sor of English at Northern Essex 
Community College,  recollects 
vividly what he was doing and where 
he was at the time when the Twin 
Towers were attacked: “I remember I 
was at Back Beach in Rockport that 
day. | had gotten a cup of coffee prior 
and I was backing up into a parking 


space. As I went to take a sip of my 
coffee, | turned on the radio and by 
then the first plane had already hit,” 
said Saint-Amand. 

From the ruins, the lives lost and 
the immeasurable pain suffered, 
many have collaborated since then 
towards honoring the memories of 
the deceased and the families affect- 
ed with numerous projects; murals 
that contain the names of the victims 
of the 9/11 attack and a memorial; 
feature-length films and documen- 
taries were adapted; books were writ- 
ten and several artists reflected their 
own image of the Twin Towers 
through music, art and entertainment. 
Plans of rebuilding the World Trade 
Center have been long underway. 
One World Trade Center, more sim- 
ply known as | WTC and previously 
known as the Freedom Tower, is 
scheduled to open late 2013, reaching 
a symbolic 1,776 feet (541.3 m) in 
reference to the year of American 
independence. 

Similarly, as very few people 
know, September 11 also marks the 
anniversary of another important part 
of history that occurred outside of the 
United States. In 1973, the country of 
Chile witnessed a coup d'état, an 
overthrow of a government by a 
small group with means to replace it 
with another body, civil or military. 
The coup d'état overthrew the current 
Chilean President Salvador Allende, 
and with the help of a military junta 
Allende's Army Commander-in- 
Chief Augusto Pinochet eventually 
took control of the government and 
assumed power. 

As a nation, we owe it to each 
other and the lives that perished on 
9/11 to honor their memory and 
reflect on a significant event that will 
always live in history. Let it serve to 
remind everyone in the world that 
9/11 was not simply an attack against 
the United States; it was a personal 
message sent from a terrorist group, 
not a country, in an attempt to destroy 
the American spirit and to strike fear 
into the hearts of its people. The 
event may have pierced the heart of 
this nation, but it did not destroy it. It 
only made it stronger. Remember 
9/11. 
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Top Notch Players rock the Festival Fringe 


NECC takes 
Edinburgh by storm 


By BoB HORAN 
Campus Life Editor 


NECC's Top Notch Players per- 
formed at the largest arts festival in 
the world last month. The theatre 
troupe, in their first trip abroad, flew 
to Scotland for The Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe. 

The journey was highlighted by 
three street performances and four 
stage productions, the last perform- 
ance, before a large international 
audience and a near full house. 


“Our group's closing perform- 
ance was tremendous”, said Susan 
Sanders, theatre professor and direc- 
tor of the show. 

Actor Maurice Peterson said, 
“We put all of our hearts into it, espe- 
cially since Jim was not able to be 
there. It was amazing,” 

The actors dedicated their final 
performance to Professor Jim 
Murphy, who could not make the trip. 


The 13 student actors performed 
the play “American Gothic; The 
Poems of Edgar Lee Masters”. The 
poems were culled from the book, 
“Spoon River Anthology”. Each is a 
monologue from the citizens of the 
community. However, the residents 
presently reside in the Spoon River 
Cemetery. “It is poetry, but done in 
ordinary dialogue,” said Sanders. 


Each character tells the story of 
their life's experience, many wrought 


Women’s Volleyball final 


with tragedy, frustration, remorse and 
bitter resentment. Others divulge 
their joys and triumphs. They all 
reveal the truth of things that had 
been concealed during their lifetimes. 
The piece is set in the mid 1800's 
until the early 20th century, and life 
in that era. Songs and dance are inter- 
twined between the soliloquys. 


The “Fringe” hosts theatre 
groups and other artists from 47 
counties including such diverse 
countries as Brazil, Australia and 
Japan. This year there were 22, 457 
performers at 279 different venues. 
Nearly four weeks long, the festival 
features music, theatre, opera, dance 
and spoken word, as well as exhibi- 
tions and other events 


One of Professor Sander's fond- 
est memories of the trip was a short 
boat ride a few miles off the coast of 
Edinburgh to the island of Inchcolm. 
From the Bay of Firth she sailed up 
the River Fourth to the monastery 
ruins of St. Colm's Inch (a meeting 
place in the play) to see a perform- 
ance of “Macbeth” by The St. 


Andrews University Theatre 
Company. The play was held on the 
old Abbey Grounds. 


“The setting was the greatest 
part of the experience. It was delight- 
ful,” said Sanders. 


Peterson thoroughly enjoyed 
himself on the trip. 

“The city was so vibrant. There 
was so much passion in the acting 
from all of the other companies. 
Given the chance, I will definitely 
return. The festival was extraordinary 
from all points of view. I will try my 
hardest to get back again”, he said. 


tune-up vs. CCRI 


Scrimmage vs CCRI 
Ends Pre-Season 
Y BoB HORAN 

Life Editor 


The NECC Women's 
Volleyball team is scrim- 


maging tonight versus the said. 
Community College of Devin Mears (Setter, 
Rhode Island in anticipation Back Row, General 


of this Saturday's season 
opener against Nashua (NH) 
Community College. The 
Lady Knights host Holyoke 
next Wednesday, September 
26th at 6:30 in t at the Sport 
and Fitness Center gym. 

After over a month of 
workouts, conditionings 
drills and intra-squad scrim- 
mages, the team is ready to 
go up against another team. 

Methuen High's Alicia 
Allen (Middle Hitter and 
General Studies: ECE 
Major) said, “ I am excited. 
I am pumped to play. I am 
so competitive. Volleyball is 
my favorite sport and I have 
not played competitively in 
over two years”. 

Six foot one inch Jessica 
Goulet is also a middle hit- 
ter. 

Goulet (Whittier Tech, 
General Studies: Nursing) 


Studies: Nursing) was a 
captain on the Haverhill 
Girl's team. Devin said, “I 
am very happy that NECC 
has a women's volleyball 
program and that I have the 
opportunity to play again.” 
She also encouraged all 
of her fellow students to 
enjoy a game. “Volleyball is 
great to see in person and 
everyone should come out 
next week to watch us play 
our first home game,” she 
said. “You will love it.” 
Coach Sue MacAvoy was 
a little more tempered in her 
enthusiasm than her players. 
While she is expecting 
good things from this team, 
there are still areas of con- 
cern for her. 
“We are 
on our 
Mears will be the setter. 
Alicia and Jessica will be 


has been away from the 
game for a while, too. 

“IT am a little nervous, 
though. Saturday will be 
my first collegiate game ; 
and I don't know what to... 
expect about the game or = 
our opponents. But, I love 
volleyball and I can't wait 
for the games to start,” she 


te 


tled. 


still working 
rotations. Devin 


Middle hitter Jessica Goulet 
our middle hitters, 
said. After that, the posi- 
tions are a little more unset- 


“A lot of the players 
have had to adjust to new 
positions and new team- 
mates. Aside from Vanessa, 
the players are all new. 
They are making strides. 
The kids are very focused 
and they get along well with 
each other” said MacAvoy. 

“Our biggest problem 
will be our inexperience. We 
play a lot of four year 
schools.” 


“The whole thing was such a great 
experience. There were so many 
opportunities: to meet people, to 
make connections in the business and 
to perform in front of an internation- 
al audience. One of our students, 
Arthur Gomez of Lawrence, is being 
recruited by Marshall University to 
join the Theatre Arts program there,” 
said Sanders. 


Professor Sanders said, “The city 
was the star, with the festival, the 
people, the architecture, the history, 
and despite the reputation, the food 
was fabulous. We enjoyed ourselves 
as much as the students did. Our stu- 
dent's horizons were expanded expo- 
nentially.” 


The student actors, stage crew 
and staff who made the trip to 
Edinburgh were: Dustin Kelly and 
Jeff Gould of Amesbury, Katelyn 
Demers, Rebecca Salib Geehae 
Moon and Will MacDonald of 
Haverhill, Rob Hewey, Dierdre 
Glassford and Daniel Potter of 
Merrimac, Maurice Peterson of 
Methuen, Coty Markee of Byfield, 
Arthur Gomez of Lawrence, Hannah 
Heckman-McKenna of Salem, N.H., 
Kelly Goodwin Graphic Design and 
Photography, Instructor Alisa 
Bucchiere: Music Director, Professor 
Tom Greene: chaperone and Susan 
Sanders. 


* she 


Tam sierinfouration: warwayiuaipian chy tazaaster 


Photos Maurice Peterson 
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Can LA Kings hold onto Stanley Cup? 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 


Correspondent 


Last season the LA Kings 
made an improbable run to win the 
Stanley Cup as they became the 
first number 8 seed to win the 
Stanley Cup in the history of the 
NHL. 

The biggest story of the 
off-season news is that the NHL 
Collective Bargaining Agreement is 
expired and no deal had been 
agreed upon (as of September 
10th.) If a deal cannot be hammered 
out the NHL could be in some real 
trouble. 

Hockey isn't as big in 

America as it is in Europe and 
Canada. That means players don't 
need the NHL as much as the NHL 
needs the players. If the players 
don't like what the NHL and its 
owners offer they can go to the 
KHL which is Russia's pro league 
or a number of other leagues in 
Europe. 

In my opinion the NHL 


would be making a huge mistake if 


they don't agree to a new CBA 
because since the ‘04 lockout the 
NHL has been gaining popularity 
As for the off-season ros- 
ter moves the Minnesota Wild made 
the biggest splash. Signing the two 
most sought after free agents in for- 
ward Zach Parise and defenseman 
Ryan Suter. The New York Rangers 
had the biggest steal of the off-sea- 


son acquiring winger and perennial 
40 goal scorer Rick Nash all the 
Rangers had to give was 2 low level 
prospects and Brandon Dubinsky. 

The Rangers already had 
the best team last year but lacked a 
big goal scorer which prevented 
them from winning a Stanley Cup. 
Now that they have a prolific goal 
scorer they will be tough to beat. 

The Penguins will be 
drastically improved from last sea- 
son because they finally will have 
Sidney Crosby at 100 Percent. Plus 
they finally have a good young 
defense after drafting Olli Maatta 
and Derrick Pouliot 

The Bruins who won the 
Stanley cup two seasons ago have 
been quiet. Too quiet in my opin- 
ion. It seems GM Peter Chiarelli is 
trying to keep the same roster as the 
Stanley Cup winning roster. This is 
a bad way to run a team mainly 
because two eastern conference 
rivals have improved their teams. 
Even the most casual of fans want 
to win Stanley cups which cannot 
happen if no improvements are 
made to better the team. There are 
still options for improving they 
could trade Milan Lucie who is a 
free agent at seasons end and 
youngster Jordan Caron to the 
Ducks for Bobby Ryan 

There is also growing 
speculation that the Bruins are try- 
ing hard to acquire Boston Native 
Keith Yandle from the Coyotes. 
While it is unclear who they would 


give up there is no question this 
would help the Bruins. If the Bruins 
don't do anything they are at risk of 
falling in mediocrity because there 
is no way the current roster can 
compete with the Rangers and 
Penguins. 

There are some positives 
for the Bruins the Flyers didn't get 
Shea Weber arguably the best 
defenseman in the game and the 
Devils lost superstar Zach Parise . 
While the Flyers didn't get Shea 
Weber they will still be a factor in 
the East mainly because of the high 
powered offense lead by Claude 
Giroux. 

The Capitals who ousted 
the Bruins last season may be the 
most improved team record wise 
anyway mainly because it is hard to 
imagine they'll be the eighth best 
team in the east like they were last 
year they're more likely to be a 5 
seed. 

Some teams to keep an 
eye on in the east are the Maple 
Leafs and the Tampa Bay Lightning 
just because they have some of the 
best players in the game with 
Steven Stamkos, Martin St Louis 
and Vincent Lecavlier. 

The hockey season looks to be an 
exciting one as long as the owners 
smarten up and get the new CBA 
done before the players move on to 


other leagues or countries 


STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER 


ATTENTION NECC STUDENTS 


| TO CELEBRATE THE 


CLASS OF 2013, 


The Alumni Association is 
sponsoring a 
commemorative T-Shirt 
Design Contest! 


Contest is open to all 
NECC students! 


For complete contest rules 
visit our website. 


www.necc.mass.edu/alumnitshirt 


Northern Essex 


Community College 


Connecting You with 


the Resources and Services 
You Need to Succeed 


Drop bythe 
Student Success Center 
(SSC) and learn about - 


“areer Exploration « 


Academic Resources = 


The SSC can help you with: Lawrence Campus in 


Room Li09 
Life Planning = 
Monday — Friday 


resources, services, and 8:30.a.m.—5 p.m 


programs that can help 


Financial Literacy and Planning = 
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And the survey says... 


By Mary Ellen 
D’Angelo-Lombari 


Editor-in-Chief 


David Gingerella, vice- 
president of finance gave 
these questions and 
answers in a Family 
Feud style format to 28 
tables at the NECC con- 


vocation on September 


1. Statement-I am willing 
to pay a parking fee to 
guarantee a space. 


And the survey 
said-84% disagree. 


WHY DID you Y 


BUY THIS OLD 
STORAGE 
UNIT, DR. MEL? 


NEVER DATE 
A BIOLOGIST. 


2. Statement- My class- 
room/work area is con- 
ducive to my best work. 


And the survey 
said-43% agree. 


3. Statement- 90% of 
faculty, staff and stu- 
dents feel responsible for 
the care of their space on 
campus where they work 
or study. 


And the survey 
said-True 


4. Statement- I feel safe 
on the lawre3cne cam- 
pus during the day. 


And the survey 
said- 58% agree 


| WAS HOPING TO 
FIND SOMETHING 
VALUABLE IN IT. 
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5. Statement-I feel safe 
on the Haverhill campus 
during the day. 


And the survey 
said- 91% agree 


6. Statement- I can usu- 
ally find a parking space 
on campus. 


And the survey 
said- 66% agree 


7. Statement- The col- 
lege is currently under- 
taking a five million dol- 
lar energy conservation 
project. 


And the survey 
said- True 


OVER THERE, WINKY, BEHIND 
THE CARDBOARD BOXES! 
WHAT IS THAT OLD THING? 
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EVER SINCE I LAID EYES ON 

You, L‘VE BEEN HEAD OVER 

HEELS. ARE YOu AS DEEPLY 
IN) LovE AS I AM? 


8. Question- How many 
trees have been fertilized 
at the Haverhill campus 
this year? 


And the survey 
said- 500 


g. Statement- I use din- 
ing services in the stu- 
dent center. 


And the survey 
said- 35% agree 


10. Statement- I make 
use of the day care on 
campus. 


And the survey 
said- 4% agree. 


11. Statement- NECC has 
a no smoking policy. 
Smoking is restricted 
LOn. 

And the survey 
said- Only in your per- 
sonal vehicle. 


12. Statement- The col- 
lege currently has invest- 
ments of... 


And the survey 
said- 603 million 


13. The college is cur- 
rently an official polling 
sight for the city of 
Haverhill. 


And the survey 
says- True 


= 
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SJ 


YOU SHOULDN'T 
RUN THROUGH THE 


WARN ME WHEN THEY 
WAX THE FLOORS! 


YOU SHOULD 


YOu'VE CAUSED ME 
TO PRODUCE A LARGE 
QUANTITY OF OXXTOCIN 
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A $5 million conservation project kicking off in 
the fall was announced during the Sept. 4 convoca- 
tion, which started off the school year. This is just one 
of the ‘green’ projects that NECC has partaken in 
recent years. 

On the Haverhill campus the college has estab- 
lished a “No Mow Zone” that has been conservative- 
ly estimated at absorbing | ton of CO2 per year. 

Tree health and amount has also been taken into 
consideration. According to the college’s 2009 cli- 


mate action plan posted on their website the health of 


campus trees was declining and changes to campus 
landscapes had not included introduction of healthy 
trees. The 2009 plan included securing funding for 
new trees and calculating the total absorption of CO2 
per year as the trees mature. 

This year over 500 trees were fertilized on cam- 
pus. The college also recently purchased the Registry 
of Deeds Building in Lawrence with plans to create 
an open green space. Having ‘green’ spaces in cities 
helps support cleaner air in the atmosphere. The shad- 


Bi ag 
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photo by Michele Simon 
ing it provides helps to keep urban areas cooler and 
healthier. 

Another larger project is the construction of the 
Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni Allied Health and Technology 
Center in Lawrence. This new building, which 
President Lane Glenn announced will house 20 health 
programs in Lawrence, is currently under construc- 
tion. Designed featuring sleek silver accents, it is a 
silver LEED project that takes full advantage of the 
sun as a source of energy. LEED stands for 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. The 
new building is scheduled to open in the fall of 2012. 

Among other initiatives is preferred parking for 
students who commute. 

Many concerned students take part in their own 
efforts around the college everyday, such as recy- 
cling, riding the bus or biking to school. 

More information about the college’s sustainabil- 
ity efforts can be found on their website at 
www.necc.mass.edu/about/institutional- 
initiatives/sustainability-at-necc 


photo by Michele Simon 
Trees around the Haverhill and Lawrence campus- 
es provide us with both shade and beautiful flow- 
ers while helping to promote a healthier environ- 
ment. The average tree produces the amount of 
oxygen that ten people breath in a year. 


photo by Michele Simon 
Brady Tatro said he bikes to school because it 


helps to keep him physically fit. He also appreci- 
ates that it helps the environment. Bike racks are 
available for students on both the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 


photo by Michele Simon’ Sharing the ride by commuting with others or tak- 


ing the bus saves money on gas and means less 
vehicles on the road creating pollution. This sum- 
mer NECC introduced two new buses they pur- 
chased, which doubles the capacity of total stu- 
dent able to commute between campuses. 


LEED design starts right with the construction 


According to Mary Ellen Ashley, “The Dr. Ibrahim El-Hefni Allied Health and Technology Center in Lawrence 
which is currently under construction is planned to use the southern sun exposure on the back to provide good natural 
light and reduce the need for as much electricity. The courtyard in the back will be kept green by an irrigation system 
which uses recycled water. The technology in the building is designed to lower its carbon footprint. Green cleaning 
standards will be used, increased recycling, and green construction materials wherever possible. I is our intention to 
achieve at least LEED Silver designation which will mean it is a highly “green” facility that conserves energy and 
water and will be one of the model buildings in the state” 


